
 
Avera McKennan Nursing Excellence Conference 

Agenda 
 

 7:30 – 8:00 am   Registration 

 8:00 – 8:15 am  Introduction -  Tamera Larsen-Engelkes CNO 
 
 8:15 – 9:00 am      How PACE Elevates Professional Development, Retention and Recognition 
   Ashley McMahon BSN, RN, MEDSURG-BC; Brianne Holbeck MSN, RN, SCRN, CNRN, CCRN 

  
 9:00 – 9:45 am  Transition to  a Straight Shift Model for Nursing Retention      

Eleen Krogh RN, BSN, SCRN, CNRN; Kayla Bullis RN, BSN, SCRN 
 

 9:45 – 9:55 am  Break 
    
 9:55 – 10:15 am   Posters:  

A Multi-Disciplinary Approach to Preventing Hospital Acquired Clostridioides Difficile Infection: 
Strategies and Outcomes:  Neysa Dyk MLT 

 
 PHH: Phlebotomy Handheld Printer Implementation in the ED:  Lindee Miller RN, BSN; Tanna 

Gardner RN, ASN; Kristin Hawkinson MLS (ASCP)CM 
     
 10:15 – 11:00 am     Promoting Staff Engagement and Learning through Interactive Unit Meetings  
 Alexandra Roth RN, BSN, MEDSURG-BC; Rachel Kokales RN, BSN, MEDSURG-BC   

                     
 11:00 – 11:45 pm     State of Nurse Wellness in Rural America:  Phase 3   
      Michelle Gierach, EdD, RN, CNE; Abigail Gramlick-Mueller DNP, APRN-CNP, RD, CCM 

 11:45 – 12:15 pm     Lunch 
     
 12:15 – 1:00 pm Ortho Staffing Project 
   Kelsey German RN, BSN, MEDSURG-BC; Jenae Brighton RN, BSN 

 1:00 – 1:45 pm  Fall Prevention     
   Taylor Green RN             
          
 1:45 – 2:00 pm  Break 

 2:00 – 2:45 pm  Ready, Set, TSAM®! Jumpstarting Nurse Success with a Smarter Start 
Chelsey Doyle MSN, RN, NPD-BC; Brittney Fischer MSN, RN, CPN, NPD-BC;  
Brandie McDougall BSN,RN, SCRN 

2:45 – 3:30 pm The Effect of an mHealth Meditation Intervention Compared to Cardiovascular Education on 
Adults and Older Adults with Anxiety and stress after Myocardial Infarction 

   Pam Barthle PhD, RN, APRN-CNP 

 3:30 – 3:45 pm  Closing Comments/Evaluations     
Jill Rye DNP, RN, CRRN, CNL, FARN     


